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SCI-FI-LONDON FILM FESTIVAL IS BACK FOR 2003

The UK’s only dedicated science fiction and fantasy film festival, SCI-FI-LONDON, returns to London screens in February 2003.

After the unprecedented success of its inaugural year in 2002, SCI-FI-LONDON today announced dates for its 2003 programme of screenings and events. The festival will run Thursday 30th January – Sunday 2nd February 2003 at The Curzon SOHO and The Other Cinema (formerly known as The Metro).

The festival continues its strictly ‘non-geeky’ look at the genre with a far-reaching programme of UK and world premieres, classic and rarely seen features, a round-up of the best UK and international sci-fi shorts, live events and a new documentary strand. SCI-FI-LONDON 2003 will retain its original remit: to celebrate the diversity, richness and sheer imaginative range of the sci-fi and fantasy genres. 

Festival Director, Louis Savy says,

“Thousands of people came last year to watch some of the best new and classic sci-fi film on the big screen and this year we increase the selection. We have watched hundreds of hours of film to bring some of the most compelling, interesting and stimulating movies to an eager UK audience.

For 2003 we have added a film-making component for those who want to make films as well as watch movies. We’re inviting people to make a trailer for the sci-fi film they’d like to make! I’m looking forward to seeing people getting their hands really dirty at SCI-FI-LONDON…”

New for 2003:
SCI-FI-LONDON: trailer challenge

Can you make the trailer for your own sci-fi feature in a week? SCI-FI-LONDON, in conjunction with the Digital Guerrilla Filmmakers Network, throws down the gauntlet to filmmakers who don’t just talk about making films but get out there and make it happen, whatever it takes. 

Entrants will have a week prior to the festival’s opening to make a sci-fi trailer for the movie they would like to make.  After an introductory workshop in no-budget filmmaking techniques, our filmmakers must return their completed trailer within a week. The winning entry will receive its world premiere at SCI-FI-LONDON, screened as part of the festival’s closing night programme.

stranger than fiction: SCI-FI-LONDON’s documentary programme

Interviews and portraits from the edge. We present documentaries on the leading lights of the SF genre including: The Gospel According to Philip K. Dick, (USA 2000), a startling and affectionate portrait of the mind behind such classic titles as Blade Runner, Total Recall and Minority Report; Life, the Universe and Douglas Adams (USA 2002), an insight into the man who gave a whole new slant to hitchhiking; The Golden Age of Science Fiction (USA 1975-2001), selections from a remarkable series of interviews with some of the greatest influencers of science fiction film and literature, including Isaac Asimov. Edge of Reality, (USA 2002), delivers a 30 minute paranoia-fest about the famous Illinois UFO.

The punters: the SCI-FI-LONDON Audience Awards

Each year the SCI-FI-LONDON team selects what it feels to be the best feature and short films screened at the festival. In 2003 we introduce a new element with two new audience awards; the punters will be awarded to the best feature and best short as voted for by the SCI-FI-LONDON audience.

Low-to-no budget filmmakers’ workshops

SCI-FI-LONDON presents 3 workshops on low-to-no budget filmmaking. The first workshop deals with script writing, the second on getting the best results from low-cost digital video equipment and the third workshop is a practical look at DV editing and special effects on standard home computers.

PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS:

Highlights we’ve picked out from the packed programme include the British classic movie strand with such memory-joggers as Quatermass and the Pit, and The Man in the White Suit. Other classics include Fahrenheit 451, Woody Allen’s Sleeper and the eerie New Zealand feature, The Quiet Earth.


We are also delighted to present the UK premiere of the eagerly awaited sequel to the surprise 1999 hit, The Cube, Hypercube: Cube 2, (USA 2002). Introducing a documentary thread to the festival, and following the success of Minority Report, SCI-FI-LONDON presents the UK premiere of The Gospel According to Philip K. Dick, (USA 2000), a controversial documentary which incorporates extremely rare audio footage of the revolutionary writer and thinker. Our features programme is enlivened by the refreshing, supernatural fantasy The Inside Story, (Australia 2001) which draws as much from Twilight Zone as it does from Harry Potter. 
EVENTS:

At the other end of the spectrum our live events programme features animé expert Jonathan Clements’ talk, Final Fantasies, which looks at the symbiotic relationship between comics, computer games and film. With grateful thanks to the estate of Douglas Adams, we are proud to host the annual Douglas Adams Memorial Lecture where we invite a key figure from the world of science to explore issues in contemporary science so often prefigured in science fiction. Robotics, cloning and genetics are contentious issues. Where does science fiction meet science fact?. Speaker to be announced shortly.

SHORTS:

As in the golden age of movie-going, we continue to insist on each feature we screen being preceded by a short film. This year’s programme’s highlights include First to See The Sun, (UK 2002) where hardcore underground street hockey takes an unexpected turn and Forbidden Eyes, (UK 2002): what if the look of love could kill?

ALL-NIGHTERS - A DATE TO REMEMBER: 1-2-3

On Saturday, February 1st (01-02-03), fuelled by Red Bull and Ben & Jerry’s ice-cream, die-hard moviegoers get the chance to choose from 3 all-night programmes. A sell-out last year, 2003’s back-to-back screenings are:

NIGHT VISION:

Bladerunner, The Matrix, Gattaca, The Road Warrior (Mad Max II)

BLACK & WHITER ALL-NIGHTER: 


Quatermass and the Pit, The Day the Earth Stood Still, Village of the Damned, Invasion of the Bodysnatchers
ACTION STATIONS: 


Terminator II, Predator, Aliens (Special Edition), Starship Troopers

SIDESHOWS
SCI-FI-LONDON loves a freebie. For festival-goers in 2003 we present a selection of free foyer events. The ever popular Talkaoke will be in residence throughout the festival. Part chat-show, part karaoke, this mobile, fully interactive phenomenon puts the cha-cha-cha back into chat. Rant and rave about the film, the genre, or the congestion charge at the round table. We also bring back our MINI-CINE, a 24 hour free cinema in the Curzon's bar. This continuous programme of left-field odds and sods features our short film selection and the classic 1975 James Gunn documentaries. For those seeking a less passive stimulus, the SCI-FI-LONDON 'playzone' delivers head-to-head gaming on the latest consoles.  
SPONSORS
SCI-FI-LONDON is grateful to our supporters: Ben & Jerry’s, Vivendi Universal Games and our official hotel, St Martin’s Lane.
The website, carrying full listings and the festival mediacentre is at: 

http://www.sci-fi-london.com 

Tickets will be on sale in DECEMBER 2002.
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