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London, UK. For immediate release.  19th January 2005
SCI-FI-LONDON FILM FESTIVAL EXPANDS IN 2005 

The UK’s only dedicated science fiction and fantasy film festival kicks off in London on February 2nd, 2005 prior to its first UK tour.
This well-loved festival returns to London with its unusually broad definition of the genre in a far-reaching programme of UK and world premieres, international sci-fi shorts, documentaries, all-nighter screenings and free events. The festival runs February 2nd – 6th at the Curzon SOHO, Odeon Panton Street and Odeon Covent Garden.

Highlights include:

PRIMER (SCI-FI-LONDON 2005 best feature) Set in the industrial park fringes of an unnamed city two young engineers work by day for a large corporation while conducting extracurricular experiments on their own time in a garage. 

The year's most effective science fiction film. 'Primer' is a reminder that the best sci-fi action requires you to think.  Wired Magazine 

SLIPSTREAM (world premiere)
Sean Astin (Lord of the Rings), Vinnie Jones (Two Smoking Barrels) and Ivana Milicevic (Paycheck) star. Professor Conway (Astin) plots a bank robbery to fund development of his invention - a time travel gadget that can send its user 10 minutes into the past. Everything goes according to plan until a group of violent thieves arrives, led by the notorious Winston Briggs (Jones).

[Sean Astin, Vinnie Jones, David van Eyssen available for telephone i/v]

CUBE ZERO (UK premiere)
Third and final instalment of The Cube series. Director, Ernie Barbarash's Cube Zero sees a disparate group of amnesiacs imprisoned in an unending series of booby-trap-laden chambers. The smartest prisoners survive to figure out the cube's design structure, leading to a blood-drenched trek to the exit signs. Here, however, a slick and satisfying subplot develops.
[Mark Sanders, Editor; Ernie Barbarash, Dir. available for telephone i/v]
THE MACHINIST (special advance preview)

Beyond the call of duty? Christian Bale turns in an amazing performance in this haunting movie. At 6' 2" and weighing around 8 stone Bale is mesmerising in the role of out-of-whack insomniacTrevor Reznick. When he causes an accident to a co-worker in the factory, he is no longer able to differentiate reality from nightmare. We watch him try to unravel the confusion he lives in.
THE PURIFIERS (London premiere)
Gangs run the cities in Scotland’s first martial-arts flick, set in the near future. From the maker of 16 Years Of Alcohol. 

[Richard Jobson (Dir) available for telephone i/v]

SAVING STAR WARS (UK premiere)
A real maverick of a film with one of the wittiest scripts and most endearing characters we at SCI-FI-LONDON have seen in a long time. Because of its low production values, we almost didn’t screen it but felt that it had ‘something special’.  At the request of his terminally ill son, Woody must seek out George Lucas and hand-deliver a letter. The letter is a plea to Mr Lucas to continue making Star Wars films - just for his Dad.  One thing leads to another and Woody ends up accidentally kidnapping Mr. Lucas. Should be schmaltzy but isn’t.

[David (Darth Vader) Prowse who appears in the film, is available for telephone i/v]

AUTO DESTRUCT: ONE MAN’S OBSESSION WITH WILLIAM SHATNER
Part of our ‘stranger than fiction’ documentary programme, this film follows Bob Rajic, number one Bill Shatner fan and lead singer in a Star Trek tribute band as he wonders just how far his admiration for Shatner should take him. Will plastic surgery help? A bizarre, comic and often tragic look into the world of a man desperately unhappy in his own skin. 

[James Wilkes (dir) and Bob Rajic (lead) available for telephone i/v]
ALL-NIGHTERS (start midnight SATURDAY 5TH FEBRUARY)
We are thrilled to be screening pure, unadulterated Hong Kong classic fantasy in our SHAW BROTHERS TRIBUTE, featuring Oily Maniac (1976), Monkey Goes West (1966), Super Inframan (1975) and Mighty Peking Man (1977). Alternatively, try our MATRIX ALL-NIGHTER where we screen all 3 Matrices (!) back-to-back with their animated prequel, Animatrix.  And if that doesn’t tickle your fancy, there’s the ANIME ALL-NIGHTER presenting the best animé from Japan, the US and Korea: Sky Blue, Parasite Dolls, Lady Death and Rahxephon.

A decanted version of the best of this year’s programme will tour UK venues as follows: 
18-20 Feb: Edinburgh; 25-27 Feb Liverpool; 4-6 Mar: York; 11-13 Mar: Exeter

Festival Director, Louis Savy says,

“Despite the name, it seems a bit mean-minded to stick to London. We hope that the audiences who catch the tour will enjoy the great films we’ve selected.”
The website, carrying full listings and the festival mediacentre is at: 

http://www.sci-fi-london.com 
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